110. A BLESSING TO BEGOT CHILDREN – 

OBSERVING AND HELPING MIKVEHS

“PRAYING FOR OTHERS… ANSWERED FIRST”

SARAH WAITS TILL AVRAHAM IS READY

The following two stories I have heard from first hand, 

and got the permission to publish.


* There are few groups of people who have special interest to donate funds and or to help build and maintain Mikvehs.


1. Those who have not yet been blessed with an offspring and in particular the unfortunate barren people who are in dire need for a special blessing to become fruitful. As we learn: “Anyone who prays for mercy on behalf of another, when he himself needs that very same thing, he is answered first. – as its written: ‘Avraham prayed to G-d, and G-d healed Avimelech and his wife… and they bore children…” and the very next sentence continues, “And G-d remembered Sarah as He promised, and Sarah conceived and bore a son.’ Sarah conceived right after Avraham’s prayer, before Avimelech and his wife have been relieved” (Baba Kama 92. – Breshit 20:17-21:2). 


The fact that our foremother Sarah was infertile during her youth, and together with our forefather Avraham had to wait another 25 years from the moment of G-d’s specific blessing and promise, that they will become fruitful, till Sarah conceived at an impossible old age of ninety, and only after Avraham prayed for other infertile people, is a demonstration that the key to motherhood is in G-d’s hand, and that miracles can always happen at His will. 


Although there is no guarantee, nevertheless, helping Mikva projects, which enables Jewish continuity in sanctity and purity, certainly merits, as a measure for measure, G-d’s special blessing to become fruitful, and deserve a full scale of Nachass from one’s children.   

1. People who had some past negligence in the observance of Mikveh

 and wish to repent, improve, and redeem. Although certain wrongs are uncorrectable, nevertheless society 
may be recompensed by helping others avoid falling into similar potholes. 

2. Unfortunately infertility knows no borders, and it exist among all walks

of life, even among most observant people. Nevertheless, there are countless printed stories about barren people whom long years of best medical treatment around the world did not help, and finally they got their salvation only through the prayers and blessings from saintly rabbis and the stricter observance of family purity laws. 

The following two stories I have heard from first hand, 

and got the permission to publish.


Rabbi Haim Cassorla, from Niagara Falls, New York. I used to meet quite often, in the yearly Coalition for Advancement in Jewish Education conventions, where I regularly lecture and maintain a Mikveh Outreach booth. I gave him quite a few copies of my Mikveh outreach printed materials and video tapes “Waters of Life.” One year, (Aug. ’93) he related to me the following story: 
Many years childless, despite difficult treatment, 
with no  fruition in sight.

Exactly nine months after observing Mikva, bore a child.


“In my community used to live a young couple. The wife belonged to a reform Temple and the husband was a young Israeli from a Shomer Hatzayir Kibutz, who are known to be ateists and anti-religious. For many years they were childless. Desperately, they sought medical help in many countries, and went through difficult treatments without any fruition in sight. One day she stopped in my office with tearful eyes, recounted her story and asked my advice. I told her frankly and boldly: ‘You traveled all around the world, and tried anything else, it is time you should try Mikveh.’ Seeing her shocked from my suggestion. I tried to calmed  her: ‘Do not panic, you need not make an on the spot decision. Here is a Mikveh video – “Waters of Life” and some reading material, take it home, view and read it at your leisure, and please give it also to your husband. Do not rush. Think it over while you are relaxed and without any pressure, and if you arrive to a positive conclusion you may call me any time. Two weeks later she informed me that: 


‘After viewing the “Waters of Life” video and reading the Mikveh Outreach flyers, by Imanuel Ravad, my husband and me resolved to strictly observe family purity laws.’ But, she asked, in Niagara Falls who can teach us the finer details? My wife did accompany her for her first immersion, 15 minutes drive over the bridge in Buffalo, New York, after two weeks of separate intensive instruction, to the young husband and wife. Our joyful reward reached us nine months later, as we named their daughter Avigail and the ensuing two years at the Brith of their son Netanel – “Given by G-d.”

Our son was born exactly 
nine months after I repaired the Mikva.

Rabbi Achiya Delouya, the principal of Judaic studies, in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada Talmud Torah, Tel: 604-7367307 – 604-7369754, in whose school I held a city lecture Nov. 20, ’96, related to me: 
     “Five years we worked as a young couple Hebrew teachers in Perth Australia. The many medical doctors we consulted could not find any reason why during the entire five-year period my wife could not conceive, although we both were in perfect good health. 


Since our Mikva did not have a permanent expert rabbinical supervision, I decided one day to check its Kashrus more thoroughly. To my great bewilderment and sorrow, the problem I found was present during the entire period of our stay. With advice of out of town Mikva experts I diligently corrected the problem. G-d blessed us with a healthy and beautiful son that was born exactly nine months from the date I repaired the Mikva. I find no other explanation, than that G-d, in His mercy, Has performed for us a personal miracle. He watched upon us, and prevented conception from my wife till our Mikva was again halachicly strictly Kosher, in order that all our children be blessed, as conceived and born in sanctity and purity.” 


Similarly, G-d withheld conception from our foremother Sarah, till our forefather Avraham circumcised himself. One of the differences between the two half-brothers, our saintly forefather Yitzchak and Yishmael, whom G-d describes as a “Pereh Adam” – a wild-man, is, that Yitzchak was conceived on a higher spiritual plane, after G-d established the covenant with Avraham through circumcision. For many long years, G-d prevented conception from Sarah till that hospice moment, .(Breshit 17: 24, 21), (See Six Levels of Mikvehs, page   ).    

Its worth even to loose royality,

to have one more Jewish family observing Mikva!

A famous Chassidic story
    A sad chidless Chosid came to his Rebbe crying, asking the Rebbe to intercede and pray for him to beget children. The Rebbe asked him: "How is your Mikva?" and the Chosid answered: "So so, not bad, Lukewarm." The Rebbe (bold-him-out), was angry and said: "If you promise me that your Mikva observance will be hot, and not just so so lukewarm, than I promise you to bear a child within two years!" 

    The Chossid was happily reassured, gave the Rebbe a substential donation and left.
    As he left, the Gabbai came in and said to the Rebbe: "Excuse me Rebbe that I overheared the conversation, I was behind the partition in the other room and it was impossible not to hear it. But my dear and reverent Rebbe, please explain me, how could you promise that what it is not in your power to fulfile?"

    The Rebbe answered to the Gabbai: "The worst that could happen, if my prayers would not be answered, and he will not bear children, he might speak about me saying: "The Rebbe spreads unfulfilled blessings. He is doing it only in order to obtain larger donations. G-d forbids, Our Rebbe is not honest." Hearing that, it will obligate me to resign and loose my royalty! However the accomplishment of having one more Jewish family observing Mikva, is worth losing the royalty for it!"   
